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	 Stephen A. Glassman is a tireless advocate for the civil rights of ethnic and racial minorities, 
women, religious groups, older workers and people with disabilities, as well as the expansion of 
current civil rights laws to include sexual orientation and gender identity.
	 He has lectured extensively across the country and has served as a director on numerous boards 
of arts and civil rights organizations. He has appeared on many television programs – including 
“Martha Stewart,” “CBS This Morning,” and an episode of the sitcom “Frasier” – as well as on  
radio and in the press, speaking on behalf of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and other civil 
rights causes, AIDS issues and architecture and design.
	 A trained architect, Glassman was the first openly gay political appointee in Baltimore, Md., 
where he served as civic design commissioner. After relocating to Pennsylvania, he served as 
president of Common Roads, a lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth support group, and as 
co-chair and founder of the Statewide Pennsylvania Rights Coalition.
	 Glassman was appointed by Gov. Mark Schweiker to the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission and was unanimously confirmed by the PA Senate. He is the first openly gay 
individual to receive a gubernatorial appointment subject to Senate confirmation to a  
Pennsylvania board or commission. In 2003, Gov. Edward Rendell appointed Glassman as chair-
person of the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, making him the first openly 
gay person in the country to chair a state gubernatorial commission subject to Senate  
confirmation and the highest ranking openly gay appointed official in Pennsylvania. He was  
appointed by Gov. Rendell in 2006 as vice chairperson of the Governor’s Cabinet and Advisory 
Committee for People with Disabilities. 

Stephen A. Glassman 
 
Stephen A. Glassman, AIA has practiced architecture 
throughout the U.S. as principal of his own firm, Art and 
Architectural Design, for over 25 years. He graduated with 
highest honors from Brown and Yale Universities with 
advanced degrees in architecture and art history, and is a 
2005 graduate of Harvard University’s JFK School of 
Government program for Senior Executives in State and 
Local Government. 
 

Glassman’s residential and commercial design work has appeared over 100 times in 
national publications and he has won numerous awards for his professional work.  His 
collections of art furniture and pottery have been exhibited widely in museums and 
galleries and featured in several film and TV productions.  He has lectured extensively at 
conferences, museums and universities across the country, and has served as a director on 
numerous boards of arts and civil rights organizations. 
 
Glassman has appeared on numerous television programs — including Martha Stewart, 
CBS This Morning, and an episode of the sitcom Frasier —  as well as on radio and in the 
press, speaking on behalf of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender and other civil rights 
causes; AIDS issues; and architecture and design. In June 2004, Glassman addressed the 
House of Lords in London, England, on Human Rights and Muslim-Jewish relations as part 
of a state delegation supporting a public dialogue between Dr. Akbar Ahmed and Dr. Judea 
Pearl. 
  
Glassman was the first openly gay political appointee in Baltimore, MD, where he served 
for five years as Civic Design Commissioner under Mayor Kurt Schmoke. He then relocated 
to Pennsylvania, where he served as president of Common Roads, a lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender youth support group in Harrisburg, and as co-chair and founder of the 
Statewide Pennsylvania Rights Coalition, which worked to achieve equal rights legislation 
on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity and spearheaded the 2002 passage 
of one of the nation’s most inclusive and far-reaching hate crimes laws.  
 
In May 2002, Glassman was appointed by Governor Mark Schweiker to the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission and was unanimously confirmed by the PA Senate in June 
2002.  He is the first openly gay individual to receive a gubernatorial appointment subject 
to Senate confirmation to a Pennsylvania board or commission. In June 2003, Governor 
Edward Rendell appointed Glassman as chairperson of the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission, making him the first openly gay person in the country to chair a state 
gubernatorial commission subject to Senate confirmation and the highest ranking openly 
gay appointed official in Pennsylvania. 
 
Glassman was appointed by Governor Rendell in 2006 as vice chairperson of the 
Governor’s Cabinet and Advisory Committee for People with Disabilities.  He currently 
lives in Reading and Philadelphia, and is a tireless advocate for the civil rights of ethnic 
and racial minorities, women, religious groups, older workers and people with disabilities, 
as well as the expansion of current civil rights laws to include sexual orientation and 
gender identity.   
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